




Study English in Australia 
Eleven days to visit six cities (Sydney, Wollongong, Brisbane, Gold Coast, Melbourne and Perth) and 29 academic institutions, including schools, colleges, polytechnics and 
universities: English Australia, the association dedicated to the promotion of English language study for international students and professionals and representing more 
than 100 partner institutions, invited seven agent members of Ialca (Italian Association of Language Consultants and Agents) and three journalists to participate in a 
familiarisation visit of Australia. 

Close encounters 

The success of the visit was also contributed to by the support of organisations such as Austrade, Trade QLD, Tourism QLD, Tourism Gold Coast, Study Gold Coast, the City 
of Melbourne, Tourism Victoria and Perth Education City, who in addition to welcoming us with the enthusiasm and friendliness that is typical of Australians, also offered 
us breakfasts, lunches, dinners and several activities that filled our free time (what little there was!) between one visit and another.  We were therefore able to have “close 
encounters” with kangaroos and koalas, crocodiles and snakes, and to enjoy legendary beaches such as those of the Gold Coast - which stretches for 40km south of 
Brisbane past luxury hotels and motels, restaurants, casinos, night clubs, amusement parks and golf courses - as well as smaller but similarly famous ones (especially among 
lovers of surfing) such as Bondi Beach and Manly Beach, which are close to Sydney.  One visit only is not enough to get to know well this immense continent where every 
city offers something unique and special. 

For example there is Sydney, the most international and definitely the most scenic city, with its bay bordered by the Harbour Bridge and the Opera House; then Melbourne, 
the most European city, with its rattling trams (it boasts the most extensive tram network in the Southern Hemisphere), including the one offering a free tour around the 
city centre that is highly recognisable by its cream and crimson colours; then Brisbane, a city which is at the same time provincial and cosmopolitan, characterised by a mix 
of skyscrapers and Victorian houses, parks and gardens and even a “mock” beach facing the river of the same name; as well as Perth, which was possibly my favourite, with 
a lifestyle and atmosphere that is almost Mediterranean and a unique charm derived, at least partially, from its geographic position, which has influenced its history and 
independent spirit.  Perth is the capital city of Western Australia, the state that occupies one third of the entire country but in which only 10% of the population lives and 
which is noted as one of the most isolated cities in the world (Adelaide, the closest city, is almost 2,400km away).  

Australia’s ambassadors 

“This visit represents just the beginning of an important partnership with Ialca and the participants can become in a certain sense “ambassadors” of what education in 
Australia is really all about,” highlighted Sue Blundell, Executive Director of English Australia, noting that over 80% of the more than 130,000 international students who 
studied English in Australia in 2011 chose an English Australia partner school. 

“Thanks to this familiarisation visit we had the possibility to verify that all the institutions visited and the language courses offered are of a very high level, therefore it will 
be now much easier for us to send Italian students to Australia to study English,” commented Pina Foti, President of Ialca.  ”We should not forget that a foreign language 



course taken abroad is a particular product: it’s not a simple holiday package, but a true educational experience, which is why it’s very important to  carefully choose not 
only the destination, but also the institution and the type of course.  For this reason it’s essential to rely on linguistic consultants such as Ialca’s members, who are 
professionals specialised in study courses abroad and who are committed to ensuring the high quality of schools, as well as providing the correct information about the 
courses and the services offered before, during and after the course itself.” 

Wide choice of courses 

Among the institutions visited, all of which were English Australia partner schools, we note the colleges of the Navitas group, with 34 locations around Australia; the 
Browns schools, Griffith and Shafston in Brisbane and on the Gold Coast; CELT UWA, at the University of Western Australia in Perth, which celebrates its 100th birthday this 
year and has exchange programs for students from some of the most important Italian universities, including Bocconi and the Catholic University in Milan and the 
Politecnico in Turin; and RMIT University in Melbourne, one of the main Australian universities, especially for technology and design. In addition to English courses, Italian 
students also have the possibility to enrol in courses such as design, applied sciences, business, engineering, IT, tourism, agricultural science, maritime and aeronautical 
science and even courses for air-traffic controllers.   

In addition, in accordance with a regulation by the Ministry of Education, Italian students have the opportunity to attend a semester or the entire fourth year of high school 
in Australia, without the need to repeat the academic year in Italy (upon agreement with the Italian school). 

There is also a variety of accommodation options, such as staying with a host family, in a residence or even on the university campus, where possible. The cost of the 
courses and accommodation is generally quite affordable, even in comparison with closer destinations; with respect to flights, the cheapest fares from/to Italy are those 
offered by Emirates (with whom we travelled), Etihad Airways and Qatar Airways. 

A growing sector 

Education is the fourth most important industry sector in the Australian economy, after iron ore, coal and gold (tourism is in sixth place), and its importance is recognised 
by the government, which pays particular attention both to the quality of teaching of the various institutions and also to the students’ satisfaction ratings.  Courses and 
initiatives dedicated to English language study by international students receive particular attention and support and have recently experienced interesting growth. In 
particular, during 2011 there were 134,440 students of which 54% studied with a student visa, 24% with a tourist visa and 22% with a working holiday visa, the latter being 
without a doubt the best option for young people aged 18-30 who want to travel, study and work and take advantage of all the opportunities Australia offers for a period 
from a minimum of six months to a maximum of one year. 

Job opportunities for Italian students can be found mainly in the hospitality sector, with a minimum hourly rate of 20 Australian dollars (approximately 16 Euros). During 
our visit we had the chance to meet several of these young people, from all Italian regions and from different walks of life, and every one of them without exception 
confirmed they were satisfied with both their study and work experience, highlighting in particular the support they received from the schools and institutions.  
Furthermore, many of them have also declared their intention to settle permanently in Australia. 
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