
 

Temporary Graduate (subclass 485) visa 
Information for students 
If you would like to stay in Australia to gain work experience after completing your Australian 
qualification you may be eligible to apply for a Temporary Graduate (subclass 485) visa. This visa 
allows you to stay in Australia for up to four years, depending on your qualifications. 

The Temporary Graduate (subclass 485) visa has two streams: 
• Graduate Work stream—for eligible international students who graduate with skills 

and qualifications that relate to an occupation on the Skilled Occupation List (SOL). 
• Post-Study Work stream—for eligible international students who graduate with a 

bachelor, masters or doctoral degree from an Australian education provider, 
regardless of their field of study.  

What sort of work can I do on this visa? 
The subclass 485 visa does not restrict the type of work you may do or the number of hours  
you may work. 

Do I need to find an employer to sponsor me for this visa? 
Employer sponsorship is not required to obtain this visa. However, you are responsible for securing 
your own employment if you wish to work while in Australia on this visa. 

What are my rights in the workplace? 
All people working in Australia have basic rights and protections in the workplace, including minimum 
pay and conditions. The Fair Work Ombudsman makes sure that these rights are protected and 
enforced fairly under Australia’s workplace laws.   

Visit: http://www.fairwork.gov.au/ 

What are the visa requirements? 
At the time you apply for this visa you must: 
• be in Australia 
• be under 50 years of age 
• hold a valid visa 
• hold or have held an eligible Student visa in the last six months 
• have evidence of competent English 
• book or complete a medical examination 
• have adequate health insurance in place. This is required for the duration of the visa 

processing period and your stay in Australia on this visa 
• have requested a National Police Check from the Australian Federal Police 

http://www.fairwork.gov.au/


Additional visa requirements for Post-Study Work stream 
At the time you apply for this visa you must: 

• have applied for and subsequently been granted your first Student visa to Australia 
on or after 5 November 2011 

• have met the Australian study requirement in the last six months on the basis of 
bachelor, masters or doctoral degree studies completed at an eligible institution.  

Additional visa requirements for Graduate Work stream 
At the time you apply for this visa you must: 

• nominate an occupation on the Skilled Occupation List 

• have applied for a skills assessment in your nominated occupation 

• have met the Australian study requirement in the last six months. Any degree, 
diploma or trade  qualification used to meet the Australian study requirement must be 
closely related to your  nominated occupation. 

What documents do I need to provide with my application? 
A document checklist is available on the immigration website to help you prepare your application.  

Visit: www.immi.gov.au/Visas/Pages/checklists/485.aspx 

Visa processing times 
For your visa application to be processed as quickly as possible, lodge your application online making 
sure you include all required information in your application. It also helps if you have the results of 
medical examinations, police checks, and English language tests, and, if required, skills assessment 
documentation ready when you first apply for the visa.   

How long does this visa let me stay in Australia? 
Graduate Work stream 18 months 

Post-Study Work stream 

 

Bachelor Degree 

Bachelor Degree with Honours 

Masters by Coursework Degree  

Masters (extended) Degree 

2 years 

Masters by  
Research Degree 

3 years 

Doctoral Degree 4 years 

More information 
More information about this visa is available at www.immi.gov.au/Visas/Pages/485 
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